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Applicants submit herewith a reference which they believe may be 
material to the examination of this application and with respect 
to which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.56. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97, the filing of this 



Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been conducted, nor shall it be 
construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. 1.56 (b) . 

This reference is listed in PTO form 1449 which is in 
accordance with the requirements of M.P.E.P. 609. Applicants 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, 



• 



believe that their invention as claimed is patentable over this 
reference . 

The undersigned hereby certifies that no item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a counterpart foreign application or, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the submission date cited herein. 

Document A2 7 is in the Japanese language but includes 
an English language abstract. An English language counterpart of 
document A27, EP 0 672 684 Al is included herein. 

It is respectfully requested that this reference be 
considered by the Patent and Trademark Office in its examination 
of the above- identified application and be made of record 
therein. The Examiner is also invited to contact the Undersigned 
if there are any questions concerning this paper or the attached 
reference . 



Respectfully submitted, 
Richard D. Holly, Si Lok, Donald C. 
Foster, Frederick S. Hagen, Kenneth 
Kaushansky, Joseph L. Kuijper, 
Catherine E. Lofton-Day, Pieter J. 
Oort, Steven K. Burkhead 
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